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REPLY COMMENTS OF BROADCAST ELECTRONICS, INC.

Broadcast Electronics, Inc. ("BE"), by its undersigned counsel, hereby submits these

reply comments in response to the Commission's Notice of Proposed Rulemaking!l to adopt

the Motorola C-Quam system as the standard for stereophonic AM broadcast radio service.

In its initial comments, BE enthusiastically endorsed the Commission's selection of the

Motorola C-QUAM system as the standard for AM stereo broadcasting and argued that

selection of the Motorola C-QUAM system .would not only provide certainty to AM

broadcasters, it would serve the interests of AM broadcast equipment manufacturers and

advance the state of AM stereo radio service in the U.S.

Numerous commentsY filed in this proceeding underscore the wide support of

manufacturers, broadcasters and consumers for the establishment of a single AM stereo

!I Notice of Proposed Rulemaking, ("Notice") ET Docket 92-298 (released January 6,
1993).
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Y See Comments of National Association of Broadcasters f'NAB"), Comments of
Harris Allied Broadcast Division ("Harris"), Comments of Motorola, Inc., Comments of
Delta Electronics, Comments of Peter Kraushar, Comments of Consumer Electronics
Group of the Electronic Industries Association ("EIA").



standard and adoption of the Motorola C-Quam system as the AM stereo standard for the

United States. Consistent with BE's position, these commenters concurred with the

Commission that adoption of the Motorola C-QUAM system as the AM stereo standard for

the U.S. is in the public interest and will advance the state of AM radio. For example, NAB

stated that adoption of the C-QUAM system as the AM stereo standard is "rational and

warranted'''V will eliminate the fear of purchasing the ''wrong" systemY and benefit receiver

manufacturers and consumers wishing to make the correct choice.v Delta Electronics

strongly endorsed the Commission's proposal noting that lithe [Notice] succinctly presents

the rationale for adopting C-QUAM as the standard.'1§! EIA concurred with the

Commission's conclusion that certain factors mandate adoption of the Motorola C-QUAM

system as the US. AM stereo standard. In particular, EIA argued that because a substantial

majority of: 1) AM stations currently use the Motorola C-QUAM system, 2) receivers are

compatible with the Motorola C-QUAM system and 3) several foreign countries have

adopted C-QUAM as the AM stereo standard, there is no room to argue that the U.S.

should adopt an alternative transmission standard,v Even Harris, manufacturer of a

v Comments of NAB at 5.

Y [d. at 6.

11 NAB also urged the Commission to periodically publish a list of high quality AM
radio receivers that meet the Amax standard. BE takes no position on standards for AM
receivers.

W Comments of Delta Electronics at 2.

ZI Comments of EIA at 4.
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competing transmission systemt!l supported the Commissionts proposal and urged owners

of its system to convert to the C-QUAM system. Harris further urges the Commission to

mandate 100% conversion to the Motorola C-QUAM system once it is established as the

new standard.

Given the consensus among broadcasterstconsumers and manufacturers that adoption

of the Motorola C-QUAM system as the AM stereo standard for the U.S. would advance

the state of AM stereo radio in the U.S.t BE urges the Commission to expeditiously

establish the Motorola C-QUAM system as the AM stereo standard for the U.S. and

incorporate the standard in Part 73 of its Ru1es.

Respectfully submitte~

BROADCAST ELECfRONlCSt INC.
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Margaret M. Charles

Swidler & Berlin, Chartered
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Harris no longer manufacturers an AM stereo transmission system.
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